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M' WiLLuaM Corrozs, Eſquire; 
and 
M* Marry Corrtnass, 
his beloved wife. 


Worſhipfull, my loving and very good friends 
inthe Lord: 


Hen 1 had preached this Sermon, ſome of ill 
SI Cn wil, I think, to draw me into the jealouſic 
by j 0] and danger of the time, reported that 1 had 
WRTETA) meaddled (1 know not how) with thecere- 

EVSRZe ze monies of the Church. A very ftranze 

thing, that meat, drink, apparell and paſtime ( far theſe are 

the indifferent things that I meddle withall) fhould ſound 
in any wiſe mans care, as the ceremonies of the Church. 
But ſuch hearers we muſt ſometimes meet withall, who will 
offer like violence to our words and meaning, as Cacus did 
to Hercules his oxen. Wherefore being provoked by this 
wrong, 1 100k alittle pains to look over my notes again,and 
ſetting my memory a work with them, I wrote out the Ser- 
mon wholly and at large as hereitis, Which when T had 
done, I ſaw nothing to the contrary therein (though 1 con- 


feſſe no great matter is tobe ſeenin it )but that to ſome good 
minds (eſpecially if friendly and —_ diſpoſed towards 
2 the 


the poore and contemptible amthour)it might be of ſome good 
uſe untotrue godlineſſe in this kind. And peradventare the 
| preſumption of putting it into the hands of ſome ſuch per- 
ſons, mizht be as little ſinne, as the caſting of it aſide into 
ſome duſty corner with other waſte papers, Wherefore your 
ſelves being of ſuch deſerving towards me, xs if there were 
any thing of worth in me, I wuſt of neceſsity ow it to you; 
I am bold to put theſe papers ( ſuch as they are) into your lo- 
wing hands : whereif they do no other good, yet they ſhall 
reſtifie my thankfulneſſe towards you, and be ready to clear 
my innucencie in that ſuppoſed crime, when need requires. 

God give you both, with a happy and bleſſed new yeare, 
all renewments of his grace and holy Spirit, to his glory in 
j0u, and your endleſſe comfortin him, 


Bretenham, Janwary, 1. 
1619. 


Yours, with his beſt 


and beſt deſerved affections, 


Hum. MunNINnG, 


1. Cor. 10. 


Verſ.3t. Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſo- 
ever ye ao, do all tothe glory of God. © 
32. Give none offence, neither tothe Fews,nor to 
the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God: 
33. Even as I pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeek- 
ing mine own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may beſaved. 


FEE | 0 diſcern things that chffer (as the Apoſtle 
#2, ſpeaketh;, Phil. 1.10, ) is a neceſfarie 

| grace in a Chriſtian, and requireth true 

Nez —x\1 wiidome indeed. ButI am deceived, if 

SAT i | wy > 

een ISrR the wiſdome and perſpiciency of a Chri- 

ian be not of as neceſſary uſe, and as much to; be re- 

quired in indifferent things as inthoſe that differ. For 

in theſe things of a middle and indifferent nature, © . 

where we have no direct nor expreſſe commandment 

of God to over-rule us, butare left (after a ſort) to the 

libertic of our will : here we do commonly * either go. » ay pe + 

f00 ſlow, or too faſt: here zeal without knowledge , or fitare, aur. 

knowledge without zeal, doth dangerouſly miſcarry FP# 

us: here Satan, taking advantage either of our igno- 

rance orof ſome other corruption within us, doth ſet 

his traps for us; yea, here he makes one Chriſtian ſet a 

trap for another : here, for the moſt part, we are 

*boaſters of our liberty, carrying our ſclves too ſtrongly * Jaaue- 

npon it , and ſee not that we are ſnared in it, and how 


Satan makes nets of indifferent things, wherein we are ** 
A 3 calily 
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caſily taken, and hardly eſcape without ſome loſſe or 
huttto our ſelves or others. Into this ner, or toil, the 
devil had got the Chriſtian Corinthians, where with 
the over-free uſe of indifferent things, namely of mears 
ſacrificed to idoles,they did gore and wound the conlci- 
ences one of another. The Apoſtle therefore ſeeing 
their danger, and in theirs foreſeeing ours, doth take 
great pains to deliver them and us out of theſe briers; 
ſo great, as in no other point that I know, except the 
main of our juſtification by faith, he hath taken any 
oreater : giving unto the Corinthians, and inthem un- 
to us, with other inſtruRions of like nature, certain 
generall rules, whercby a wiſe and good Chriſtian 
may walk ſafely in theſe things:neicher to ſcrupulouſly 
tying up himſelf and others from the uſe of them al- 
rogether; nor yet looſely and diſlolutely abuſing his 
libertie in them, as an occaſion to the fleſh. X 
Of theſe generall rules this that I have read unto 
you is one, and the-principall: it is the concluſion of 
the whole diſcourſe or diſputation about indifferent 
things;from the beginning of the eighth chapter. 
And it ſeemeth to me that the Apoſtle ſetteth it down 
by way of anricipation, thus : The Chriſtian Corin- 
thians, upon occaſion of that which the Apoſtle had 
urged before, mightreply and ſay, Why, Sir, if there 
be ſuch danger in eating and drinking, feaſting and 
companie-keeping with our friends, and other rhings 
of this nature, that (as you ſay) God is provoked, and 
our ſonls endangered thereby; what ſhall we do? we 
had beſt urrerly abſtain, and throw away our libertic 
that we ſcem to have in theſe things, forever. To this 


reply of theirs the Apoſtle rejoyneth in theſe m_= 
I 


J 
Nay, (ſaith he) T ſay not ſounto you : but if you will 
rake it, I will give youa ſafe and ſure rule to walk by 
in theſe and all other like things. And thar is this ; 
Whether ye eat or drink, or or Doin ye ds, do all to the 
glory of God, and to the edification of your brethren. You 
are wiſe men and full of knowledge z uſe your wil- 
dome in the praQtife of this rule, confider the eircam- 
ſtances and eſpecially the end of all your actions, and 
do thereafter. | 
So we have here a Rule, or (as the Apoſtle calleth 
it Gal. 6.16.) 4 Canon for a Chriſtian to walk by in all 
his ations. And indeed it ſhould be the Rule of all 
rules, and the Canon of all canons, to rule and over- 
rule all chat a Chriſtian doth in all things, and even in 
thoſe wherein he may ſeem to himſelf to be moſt 
at liberty, even in things of a middle and indifferent 
nature. | 
And here we have three things to conſider of. Firſt, 
the 4ious or things that are to be ruled, Secondly, 
the ral zr ſelf, whereby they are to be ruled. And 
thirdly an example. 
The actions or things to be ruled are fet down by a 
diſtribution : Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye 
do, The Apoſtle doth inſtance in eating and drinking, 
becauſe they were the things in queſtion at that time. 
And yet leſt we ſhould think the rule to apperrain one- 
iy ro eating and drinking, he adderh the general, 
Whatſcever eſe ; to teach vs that all our actions muſt 
fall under a rule, 
- Therule whereby theſe thines-zre to be ruled, is 
the end. © And that js double: firſt, the glory of God ; 
fecondly, the edification of our ntighbour. The _ is 
cc 


4 
ſet down in plainand expreſſe terms; Poul tothe gls- 
ry of God. Thie ſecond is ſet down by a remotion of 
the contrary ; Give no offence, cauſe noneto fall or to 
ftumble,.noFew,:no.Grecern, much leſſe any of the 
peopleand:lrrebof. God. I hn AS np 
\\'The exarmple is taken from himſelf: As i» all things 
T pleaſe all men. In all things of this nature, in all in- 
different things, I do not ſo much reſpe& mine own 
liberty or commodity, as how the ation will fall our 
ro others ; not uſing my liberty or power inany thing, 
but where I may further the ſalvation of others 
thereby. | 
Now (to take theſe things as they ly in order) firſt 
concerning the ations or things to be ruled, they are 
(as we ſee) ſpecially eating and drinking, but in gene- 
rall all things whatſoever. For ſo the Apoſtle, Whe- 
ther yeeat or drink, or whatſoever ye do. From which 
gcnerall words of the Apoſtle this generall dodrine 
doth ariſe unto us,namely, That all things whatſoever 
a Chriſtian man doth, muſt be done by a rule. And a 
Chriſtian hath no ſuch liberty, to do what he liſt, art 
leaſt, to do as he liſt in any thing. Though God hath 
givenus great liberty in many things; yetnofuch 1i- 
berty, as to be irregular or out of rule in any thing. 
And the Scripture ſaith the ſame thing in other 
places, though in other terms. For that ſame zpregri- 
tie that God requireth of Abraham, to walk before 
him and be upright, the undefiledneſſe in the wayes of the 
Lord, that David ſpeaketh of in the Pſalmes, the ſzx- 
ceritie and unblameableneſſe that the Apoſtles ex- 
hort unto otherwhere, Walking honeftly and plea- 


fine God in allthings ; what isall this, I fay, butthe 
obſer- 


5 
obſerving of a rule in all things that'we do, as the A- 
poſtle here requireth. = aan 
_ the belt interpreters upon this place affirm ſo 
much. | 

* One ſaith, This 8ught to be the ſcope of all our atti- 


* Piſcator, 


ons. * Another ſaith, Let this rule be obſerved in all * Hemming 


things. And * a third faith, No part of mans life, no 
ation Tam MINUTA, n0t ſuch a minute, not ſuch a mi. 
nin of an aftion in a Chriſtian, but muſt be referred to 
this end. 

The generall will the better appear, if itbe laid 
open in ſome particulars. And firſt in this wherein 
the Apoſtle inſtanceth ; Wherher ye eat or drink. What 
is more free, or wherein hath God given more liberty 
ro man, then in cating and drinking « Every mowing 
thing that liveah (ſaith God Gen. 9.3.) ſhall be meas for 
you; even 4s the green herb have 1 given youall things. 
And Deut. 12. 20. If thou ſhalt ſay, 7 will eat fleſh (be- 
canſe thy ſoul longeth to eat fleſh)thou mayeſt eat fleſh what- 
ſfoever thy ſoul lufteth after, And the Apoſtle tellethus, 
1. Tim.4-4. Every creature of God is good, and nothing 
ro be refuſed, if it be received with thanksgiving. And 
in this chapter, verſe 25. Whatſoever ts ſold in the 

ambles, that eat, asking no queſtion for conſcience ſake. 

Behold here libertic enough ! And bleſſed be God 
that (as M* Calvin ſaith) we need not eat our meat with 
a douttfull and fearfull conſcievce, And to teach other- 
wiſe, were a dodctrine/of devils. 

What then 2 For all this libertie, might a Jew 
therefore, during the time of the Leviticall law, have 
eaten of ſwines fleſh, or any other legally-unclean 
creature ? No, you ſay, That was forbidden by the 

B aw), 


* Marlorart. 
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Law, and therefore not indifferent. But I ſay, The 
thing was indifferent till in its own nature, and the 
prohibition of the law was bur a reſtriction in the uſe 


fora time. 

Or whart ſhall we ſay to that temporary exception 
in the Apoſtles time 2 Might a believing Gentile du- 
ring that time have caten of things ſtrangled or of 
bloud 2 or may we now abuſe our libertie in eating 
and drinking ( I do not ſay to ſurfetting and drunken- 
nefle, but) to the breach of any honeſt and Godly 
politick law amongſt us Nay, we ſee that notwith- 
ſtanding this great libertie in this matter, yet the Apo- 
ſtle dorkrerk notto give rules to our cating and drink- 
ing, and ſuch rules as do both reſtrain and limit the 
outward a, and alſo in ſome ſort do bind the conſci- 
ence, and make a man guilty of finne in the negle&t of 
the ſame. So as notwithſtanding our libertic in cating 
and drinking, yet we may not be libertines therein. 

Ler us ſee the like in apparell. 

The fair, or (asTremellius tranſlateth ) the deſirable 
garments of Eſan, the parti-coloured coat that Jacob 
madefor his ſonne Joſeph, the changes of rayment that 
Joſeph gave to his brethren, and the weſtures of divers 
colours that the kings daughters wore being virgins ; 
all theſe do declare whart liberty God hath given unto 

Nolo ut de US in the uſe of apparell. A liberty that ſeemed ſogreat 
ornamentis kO that learned Father Auguſtine, thathe giveth this 
me vel 71tems or Caveat to Poffidonms bout this matter, 7 will 

hz 20 (faith he) that you be wery forward tn cenſaring or 


peram ha. 


bezs in jwiging any for their garments or ornaments of gold. And 
Oy 1694 (ſ 2.97 au doth teach us every day, that as much 


do ſenten- - 
ram, =grace 15 tobe found under a gay coat, as undera gray 
ONE. And 


ae 
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And yet for all this, when the daughters and ladies 
of Jeruſalem would keep no rule in their apparell, who 
knoweth not how ſharply the Prophet rebuketh 
them 2 Yea the Princes themſelves and the Kings 
children are threatned that God will-puniſh them for 
being clothed with ſtrange apparell. And the holy 
Apoſtles, giving rules of ſobrictie in apparell ro Chri- 
ſtian women, do teach us that all our ations and fa- 
ſhions in this matter muſt go by a rule. And I think 
all good minds do mourn, toſee how out of all rule 
men and women are now adaycs in all callings and 
conditions. I ſay, in all; I except nor that which 
ſhould be an example of humilitie and Chriſtian ſo- 
brictie to. all the reſt. Surely. our pride doth teſtific 
to our face, and we are too farre gone in affeRing the 
mark of dignitic in our habits and apparell : which, 
beſides our finne againſt God and our Chriſtian rule, 
is alſo,as onecenſureth it (and I think, truly) a note of 
puſillanimitieand be debilitie in our ſelves. 

And to touch thart alittle, wherein men arc moſt ir- 
regular - even the recreation of a Chriſtian ( ifany be 
atall) muſt be done by a rule. Por if we muſt eat and 
drink by a rule, if we mult apparell our ſelves by a 
rule: why muſt not our recreation be by a rule alſo ? 
Certainly, when the Apoſtle ſaith Wuareorvar niSs 
YE DO, there i 10 remedie but play and paſtime muſt be 
comprehenaed in this general, ſaith agreat Divine. 

1 know what warres men are at in their judgements 
about this matter of play and paſtime : and I meannot 
to be a ſtickler between them at this time, further then 
my Text doth thruſt me in whether I will orno ; and 
thar is thus farre. Certainly either play muſt noc = 

| B 2 ule 
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uſed by a Chriſtian at all : or if it be, it muſt be done 
by arule, yeaby this rule, as all other things ought to 
be. And ifany man think his paſtime an action nor ſe- 
rious enough to hold proportion with the glory of 
God, let him take heed how he meddle with it : for 
how dare a Chriſtian divert or turn from this end in 
eny thing that he doth * 

And thus farre we have ſcen the generalitie of this 
dodcrine laid open in certain particulars. Now one or 
twothings for the uſe of ir. 

Firſt, it condemneth the unrulineſſe of theſe times, 
wherein menare become very libertines, though not 
in profeſſion, yet in practiſe, and almoſt in profeſſion 
r00, The Apoſtle's Omnza licent every man taketh by 
the end : but his Non expediunt no man looketh after, 
Every man eateth, drinketh,playeth, apparelleth him. 
ſelfas heliſteth, ſairh and doeth what he liſteth, with- 
out any regard of God or his weak brother. And that 
which -me thinketh is ſtrange, all this irregularitie 
ſhrowdeth it ſelf under the protection of Chriſtian li- 
bertie. 

Why TI, you ſay, is it nota part of our Chriſtian 
libertie', to uſe without ſcruple of conſcience in- 
different things 2 I grant it is : but how © to uſe them 
as we liſt our ſelves, withourall regard tothe glory of 
God, or the good of our brethren © God forbid that 
any man ſhould once dream, that Chriſt hath made 
ſuch a purchaſe for us. To uſe them, there is our li- 
bertie; and this libertie is rather in the conſcience, 
then in the outward a& - but to uſe them as we liſt our _ 
ſelves, without any regard to God and to our bre- 
thren;this is more then libertie, more then Chriſtian, 


yea 


9 
yea more then Civil. For even the Civilians them- 
ſelves (if I benot deceived ) do define their libertic 
thus, Libertie (ſay they ) is a naturall power, whereby 4 
man doeth what he will, ſo farre as the laws do permit, And 
ſo, Chriſtian liberty is a ſupernaturall power obtained by 
Chriſt, whereby a Chriſtian doth what he will, according to 
his Chriſtian rule, or,according to the rule of Gods word, 
We muſt therefore, by this doftrine, learn to abhorre 
that abuſe of libertie, and unrulinefle, which we ſeeto 
be afoot in theſe dayes, even amongit Chriſtians 
themſelves. 

On the other fide, this doctrine muſt teach us, for 
our part (whatſoever others do)to draw our ſclves un- 
derarule, and to ſubmit and ſubje& our ſclves there. 
unto in all that wedo. Every Chriſtian is a builder : 
andevery builder ( we know ) gocth by a rule: no ma- 
ſon, no carpenter works without his rule: andif he 
ſhould, what manner of work would he make 2 The 
obedient and truly regular Rechabites did keep the 
rule of their father Jonadab : and not onely they ſhall 
riſe up in judgement againſt us, if we will not keep the 
rule of the Apoſtle; but even their apes and counter- 
feits, the obſervers of the rules of Dominick and 
Francis, and the reſt of them. For ſhall an hypocrite 
in a cowl obſerve the rule of one like unto himſelf, and 
ſhall not we obſerve the rule of him that hath made 
and redeemed us 2 For the rule of the Apoſtle is 
Chriſt's rule : and we may not nor cannot, without 
orear and damnable diſobedience, refuſe it. 

Well then, you ſay, if we mult be tied to arule, let 
us ſee what that rule is. That we ſhall ſee by and by. 
Inthe mean while underſtand that we muſt take _ 
B 3 O 
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of rhoſe crooked and perverſe rules that moſt men do 
follow. Theexample of the multitude, a fooliſh rule: 
yon know how God forbids it unto us. The faſhion 
of the world, that is, of the time and age wherein we 
live a dangerous rule : the Apoſtle gives us a great 
v2vss Chargethart wecurt not out our converſation after the 
c1:74972 parrernthereof. The profits and pleaſures of this life 
521, © ſeemgoldenrules to ſome: bur indeed they are naugh- 
Rom.12.2, fy rules, and the latter of them fitter for beaſts then 
Arbirria for men. Nay, I go further, the decrees of civill Fadges, 
rd rs and maxims of wiſcmen , which the States-men and 
prudentum Politicians tell us are the grounds of all laws, and muſt 
over-rule all; yet eventheſe are no ſufficient rules for 
a Chriſtian, no rules in conſcience: for theſe rules may 
' bebenr, and are bent oftentimesto ſerve the wills and 
pleaſures of men. But we muſt have ſuch a rule as 
may be withour all exception and variation : a rule 
thar muſt be, as ſome learned ſpeak in the terms of the 
Schools, inobliquabilis & indeviabilis : arulethat no 
good man dare,nor no wicked man can bend to his pri- 

vate affeion. 

Well then, what is this rule? The Apoſtle tells us, 
itis this, even 70 do all tothe glory of God, and the good 
of oxr neighbour. This muſt be the continuall and per- 
petuall end of all our ations. And as in ſhooting a 
man takes his aim and levell from his mark: ſoa Chri- 
ſtianin doing muſt be ruled by this end. 

Indeed not onely from the end or object is an ation 
alwayes conſtrued to be good ; the integrity or reci- 
tude of other circumſtances muſt concurre withall : 
but chiefly the end makes or marres all. And though 
a good end dothnot wholly warrant an action to 1 

good: 


IT 
good : yetanill end doth ever vitiate and corrupt it. 

Asfor example, What aQion can be better then that 

which now we are in hand with, namely, the hearing 

and ſpeaking of the word of God? and yer ( Godbe 
mercifull unto us) how fowly doth an ill end oftrtimes 

corrupt it? If then we will have our ations ſound and 

good indeed, we muſt take heed we do'them to'a good 

end; be ſure of this, that the end be good. 

This end, as the Apoſtle here propoundeth it, is 

double : one principall, and that is the glory of God ; 

the other fecondary or ſubordinate, and that is the edr- 
fication of our brethren. 

Firſt and principally do all to the glory of God. To 

. thisend our Saviour ſpeaketh when he ſaith, Leryour Faith. 5. 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good © 
works, and glorifie your Father whichis in Heaven, To 

this end David exhorteth the men of his time, ro give 7/2. 29-2. 
unto the Lord the glory due unto his name. But I will not 

Rand to heap up Scriptures to this purpoſe : let us ſee 

what "a thing is which the Apoſtle calleth rhe glory 

of Goa. 

d Glory is well defined by a heathen writer thus z Tt 7<quens 
is (ſaith he) «frequent fer or good report of aman with fun: tum 
praiſe : By a Chriſtian writer thus , 1t is praiſe increa. laude. | 
ſed, and abundantly publiſhed. Then to do a thing to "4 
the glory of God, is to do it ſo, 2s from thence God 

may be much and honourably ſpoken ofthe prayfe of 

God may be increaſed and abundantly publiſhed. 
Whenthe wiſdome, the mercy, the juſtice, the g00d- 

nefle of God do ſhine in our actions, and we do them 

to thisend ; then they are done tothe glory of God. 

So by occaſion of thoſe works thar our SaviourChriſt 


did, 


Alatih, g. 
8, 


Gal.1,2.4. 


Prov, I6 «4+ 


I2 

did, the Evangeliſt ſaith, that the people did g/orifie 
God, that is, did ſpeak great and glorious things of 
God. And Paul, after his converſion and calling into 
the Miniſtery,did all things ſo as the people didelorifie 
Godin him, or for him. So here, Do all things tothe gle- 
ry of God, that is, do all things ſo, as from every thing 
that you do men may take occaſion to praiſe and ma- 
gnifie the name of God. 

This doing of things to the glory of God is the 
matter of the firſt petition inthe Lords prayer, and of 
the third commandment in the Decalogue: from 
which two places they that will may fetch matrer 
enough to this argument. | £ 

But foraſmuch as our failing inthis rule ariſeth not 
ſo much from our ignorance in the rule, as from our 
want of affeRion to the rule: let us therefore conſtder a 
little of ſome good and weighty reaſons that may 
ſtirre and move us to the praQiſe of it. 

And firſt, let me reaſon from the end of our creati- 
on. The Lord(faith the Scripture) hath maae all things 
for himſelf : that is, for his own glory. From hence 
I reaſon thus : That end which God reſpected in m3- 
king of man, ought man to reſpect inall his a&tions : 
But God in making of man reſpected his own glory : 
Therefore the glory of God ought to be the end of 
all our ations. Elſe we ſhall divert and turn, not one- 
ly our own actions, but alſo the very workmanſhip of 
God inus, to another end then he that made us meant 
and intended, Which if a man himſelf will account a 
great wrong in the work of his hands : how much 
more ſhall it be a ſinne and preſumption againſt the 
glorious and omnipotent Architect of all the world ! 
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- Afﬀecond reaſon may be taken from the merit and 
deſerving of God in our creation and all that he hath 
done for us. Glory, that is fame and renown,al wayes 
followeth merit and deſerving ; but all worthineſſe 
and true deſerving is in God. No man doth abſolute- 
ly deſerve atty thing at the hands of another man, be- 
cauſe every man is bound by ſome debt or dutie one 
to another. Onely God, who is the great and free- 

iving God, doth deſerve at our hands : And there- 
How all glory is due unto him: and ſo due, that a 
learned and wittie Divineſaith, we muſt acknowledge 
all to him, and nothing to our ſelves. And this the foure 
and twenty Elders ( who are the common type of 
all the holy aſſemblies here upon earth) do teach us, 
when they fall down before him that ſat on the 
throne, and caſt their crowns before the throne, and 
give this reaſon thereof, Thow art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory : — for thou haſt created all things,and for 
thy pleaſure they are, and were created. He that hath 
madeall, and beſtoweth freely and liberally all gifts 
of creation and preſervation upon all : is he not wor- 
thy to have glory at the hands ofall ? Ir is the Apo- 
ſle's reaſon in another place: Glorifie Godin your bo- 
dies and ſouls , for they are Gods, And indeed, is it 
much for us to eat and drink to his glory , of whoſe 
liberalitie we have every bit of bread and every drop 
of drink that we have? Or is it much for us to appa- 
rell our ſelves to his glory, without whom we have 
not ſo much as a fig-leaf to hide our nakednefle 2 It 
were infinite to follow this argument in all the parti- 
culars: I come therefore toa third reaſon, and that 


is this ; 
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The example of all the beſt and moſt excellent ſer- 
vants of God in all ages doth provoke us hereunto : 
whoſe hearts have been ſo fired with the zeal of Gods 
glory, that, to the end they might promote that, they 
have utterly neglected themſelves. David was even 
devoured and eaten np with it : Moſes and Paul prefer- 
red it to their own ſalvariozn : the holy Martyrs gave 
their /ives , and endured all roxments, that God might 
be glorified by them. How miſerable and wretched 
are we, and how nothing akinne to thoſe holy ſer. 
vants of God, if we will not ſo much as bridle an in- 
ordinate deſire, not abſtain from a libertic or commo- 
ditic which we may ſpare well enough, not forgo a 
whit of our vain pleaſures and delights of this life, for 
the honouring and glorifying of the name of our 
God! Surcly great reaſon there is, that we ſhould 
admir of this rule, and willingly let the glory of God 

be the end of all our ations. 
. -But(beloved brethren) is ir thus with us? Give me 
leave to deal plainly and roundly in a matter of ſo 
great reſpet, Yet will I ſay nothing of open andno- 
rorious wicked perſons, Atheiſts, Epicures,Drunkards, 
Whores, Thieves, Uſurers, Cozeners, the Foxes and 
Quibus a. Wolves, the Horſcs and Mules, the Dogs and Swine 
a:ma data of thetime, who would rot and ſtink as they go, if 
= 4 i: the they had not a reafonable ſoul in them, to keep them 
ſcant, Cic, from putrefaction. The lives and ations of theſe are 
not in derogation of Gods glory, but in a mere oppo- 
fition and contradiction to ir. I come to others who 
ſeem tro have ſome fear of God in them, and I hope 
have ſo too; and yet are im nothing ſtudious of the 
glory of God as they ſhould be. For tell mel pray 


you, 
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you, Our immoderate purchaſes and bottomleſfſe co- 
vetouſneſſe, our heaping of livings and pofleffions one 

upon another,as the old giants are ſaid to have hea 
mountains one upon another ; are theſe things to the 
glory of God ? Is it glorious to God, that they who 
profeſlſe to be his children, ſhould be ſhifters and car- 
vers for themſe]ves, lifring, heaving, and ſhoving for 
the world (as Mr Perkins ſaith) as if they had no Fa- 
ther in Heaven, nor no Divine providence to truſt un- 
to * and then for a cover of their worldlineſſe do 
mock God, and ſay, O we muſt havea care,o&c. Is ir 
a glory to God that it ſhall be ſpoken and written of 
Turks, that they are honeſt, juſt, plain-dealing men, 
and true of their word : and we, who are the ſervants 
not of Mahomet but of Jeſus Chriſt nd of him are 
called Chriſtians, dare not truſt one another The 
proud and ſofrie carriage of the rich, gaping overthe 
heads of the poore; (as the Prophet ſpeaketh;)and,on 
the other fide, the rude and inſolent behaviour of the 
poorer, the vile riſing upoftentimes againſt the honou- 
Table : is it to the glory of God ? Come we to our 
meetings and merriments, our carnall rejoycings, our 

cating and drinking like Epicvres, when we pro 

Chriſtians : can God be glorified by ſuch irreligious 
behaviour? Our babiſh and gawdy arrice in our appa- 
rell, bers fick of ſome phantaſticall faſhion today, 
and full and weary of it to morrow, putting all work- 
men to their wits end to follow the oft- turning wea- 
thercock of our reftleſſe and unchangable phrafies: 
Our idle paſtimes, not as a parentheſts tothe period 
of our fabours, bur our labour a poore and ſhort paren- 
theſis to the large and long __ of ow paſtimes : 
2 Our 
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Our unbrotherly contentions , filling all the Courts 
and Conſiſtories in the kingdome, and ſetting every 
day awork ſuch ſwarms of attorneys and advocates as 
we do: are theſe things indeed, think you, tothe glo- 
ry of God 2 Andnotto be infinite, though in a ſub- 
ject that will ſcarcely ſaffer me to find any end: ls ir to 
the glory of God, that his great and Divine majeſtic 
ſhould be dallicd witball in his moſt holy word : that 
men ſhall call for ſermons and ere& exerciſes, with 

great ſhew of godlincſſe; and when all comesto all, 

the Miniſters and Preachers of the word ſhall be ofno 
other uſe to a great many, but as minſtrels and pipers 

are, for their delight and pleaſure 2 as God faith to 

the Prophet, Thou art unto them as 4 very lovely ſong of 
one that hath a pleaſant voice —< for they heare thy words 
but they do them not. Alas, theſe words of the Apo- 
ſtle, willing us to doall tothe glory of God, do even 

ſhame and confound us. Our own glory is aloft, but 

the glory of God is under foot everywhere : and, as if 
there were no danger to be competitours and corri- 

vals with God ina thing ſo precious unto him, we de- 

veſt him daily of his glory, to inveſt our ſelves. 

Well, let this Scripture a little ſchool us, let us re- 

member that if we be as we ſhould be, we are his 

workmanſhip, formed and planted by him to the praiſe of 
ks glory. And he is worthy of all our labour and en- 

deavour that can be employed that way. 

Bur I ſhall not reach my projet, if I come not to 
the ſceond part of the rule, namely the end of our 
actions in reſpec of our brethren. And thar muſt be 
z0 edrfie them. As God muſt be glorified, ſo our bre- 
threa muſt be ed:fied in all that we do. | 

og To 
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To edifice, is to build up. And all men are builders 


but ſome mendo build the wrong way. For even he 
that gives an offence to his brother, doth bnild him up 
ſome way : he deſtroyes him and pulls him down in 
goodnefle, but he builds him up and ſets him forward 
in evil. Take heed, faith the Apoſtle, that you do not 
ſo build up one another, Give yo offence to any man. 

There be two words about this matter, differing in 
found, but in ſenſe and uſe, I think, all one. Scandal is 
one, and offence is the other. 

Scandalum is properly and literally tigilum , the 
bridge of a trap, which is ſerfor a mouſe or ſuch other 
creature : which as ſoon as the unhappy creature 
toucheth, the trap falls and the poore beaſt is taken. 
Spiritually and Metaphorically, a fcandall is any 
word or act ſaid or done by one man, which falls our 
to the hurt and deſtruction of another man in the caſe 
of conſcience and religion. 

Offendiculum, the word thatthe Apoſtle uſeth here, 
isa block or ſtone in a mans way, whereupon he ſtum- 
bleth: cither out of ignorance, as a blind man doth; 
or of weakneſle, as aged and infirm perſons do. In re- 
ligious uſe it is every occaſion of ſtnne that one man 
gives to another, either by falſe doctrine or bad exam- 
ple. And this latter is often inthe uſe of indifferent 
things. Thepoore, blind, ignorant, weak Chriſtian 
goes on pretily well and cheerfully in the way of god- 
lineſle, till he comes to ſuch a block or trap : there he 
ſtumbles, there he is taken; either to his utter deſtru- 
Qion, or to his great hindrance in the way to eternall 
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crificed to-idoles ationg the Corinthians. By which 
a&, indiſcreetly and uncharitably done of ſome, three 
ſorrs of men were offended. 

Firſt, the unbelieving Jews, ſeeing the Chriſtians to 
eat of things offered to idoles, which they juſtly and 
by the law of God deteſted; they by this thought the 
worſe of Chriſtiah relipion, and were ſet the Reder 
off from it : as the Turks and Jews at this day are of- 
fended and ſet off from our religion by the idoles and 
images of the Papiſts. 

Secondly, the Grecians, that is, the unconverted 
Gentiles, theſe were offended likewiſe , though not 
grieved, For they thoughr the better of rcheir own 
heatheniſh and idolatrous religion, becauſe the Chri- 
ſtians did partake with them in their ſacrifices and ſo 
were hardened in their ſuperſtition. 

Thirdly, weak Chriſtians, ignorant as yet of the 
Chriſtian libertie under the Goſpel, and holding it in 
conſcience a finne ro eat of ſuch things yet were 
drawn on by example of orhers to cat againſt their 
conſcience, and ſo were made guilty of finne. 

- Thus it was amoneſt the Cormmthiaas in this matter 
of idolothytesor things ſacrificed to idoles: which, 
our of the cafe of ſcandall or offence might lawfuſty 
have beenuſed of them ; but, in the caſe of offetcero 
a weak brother, was a finne and offence againſt God 
alſo. And the like evil (as I think) falferh ouramoneſt 
mart this day, by the daily abuſe of our Chriſtian li- 
bertie m other thmgs. For, 

Firſt, the Papiſts ſecing how looſe and lawleſſe we 
are in many things, they, though well enough pleaſed, 
yet ate cruly offended , thinking ail our tehg1o0n no- 


thing 
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thing but a carnall liberty; and are ready upon every 
occaſion to blaſpheme and ſay , Behold the fruits 
- your Goſpel ! So they are utterly ſect off by this 
block. 

Secondly, the carnall Proteſtants, uſurers, proud 
and covetous perſons,theyare hardened in their finnes 
by theexample of our ſeeming beſt profcfiours. Be- 
hold, ſay they, theſe that profefſe moſt are as deep in 
theſe things as we : they think to go to heaven for all 
this; and why ſhould not we ? 

Thirdly, weak and ignorant Chriſtians , who for 
the moſt part do not inwardly conſider the nature of 
things, nor cxamine the reaſons of thefr ations, but 
are carried wholly by example ; they ſtumble and fall 
every where, thinking they may ſafely do as others 
do, yeathough they do things whereof their con(ci- 
ence doth accuſe and condemn them. 

Toremedie this great evil there 1s no way , but to 
liſten tothe counſel and look to this rule of the Apo- 
ſtle ; Give xo offence, ſet no traps, lay no blocks inany 
mans way. Letthis bea parr of your Chriſtian rule, 
which God himſelf hath here conjoyned, and there- 
fore muſt be obſerved with the reſpe& of his own 

lory. 

, The doQrine of offences in this ſcandalizing and 
ſcandalized age, were neceſſary to be better known 
then it is. Burevery man cannot ſail through a ſea of 
ſo many and ſuch intricate queſtions. Ar this time 
it ſhall be enough for me, to deliver unto you one 
point of doftrine, which ( as I think ) doth natu- 
rafly and neceſſarily ariſe outof this Scripture, And 
that is this, That how lawfull ſoever a thing be ia 

it 
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it ſelf, yerif I ſee that my uſtng of it at this time, 
and in this manner, is like to be a ſnare, a trap, or a 
ftumbling-block ro my brother : that is, there is dan- 
ger leſt by this means my brother either fall away ut- 
rerly from religion, or if not ſo, yet fall into ſome 
finne for the preſent, which, for oughtI know, may 
bedcadly unto him : or if not fo, yet the good opi- 
nion which he had of me,as of a Chriſtian and fellow- 
member, is diminiſhed ; and ſo, whereas before he 
went the more cheerfully towards heaven for my 
company , he goeth now for this at of mine the 
more ſadly and heavily : Inthis caſe, how lawfull ſo- 
everthea&t bein it ſelf, by all other laws of God and 
men; yet now by the law of charitic and by this rule 
of the Apoſtle, it becometh unlawfull ro me, and I 
ought not to do.it. I ſay, in all indifferent things 
which re in our own power, where our liberty is not 
juſtly reſtrained and limited by a ſuperiour authoritie; 
there a Chriſtian muſt walk by this rule, He muſt 
give no offence in any thing that he doth. But you 
will ſay, the ation is lawfull ; why then may I not do 
ir 2 The Apoſtletelleth thee, thou muſt firſt ſee how 
it will fall out to thy brother: the iſſue or event may 
beevil to ſome weak brother, though the action be 
not ill inirſelf, I, but I will uſe my liberty, wharſo- 
ever becometh of my brother. I, but now walkeſt 
thou not charitably,ſaith the Apoſtle:deſtroy not him 
with thy mear, with thy pleaſure, with thy paſtime, 
with thy apparell, for whom Chriſt hath died. Cha- 
ritie muſt ever over-rule our liberty according to that 
ofthe Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 13. Brethren, ye have been called 


unto libertie ; onely uſe not libertie for an occaſion zo the 
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but by love ſerve one another. Upen- which words 
os be Som of Gad Mr Ciivin hath, a ſay- 
ing worthy to be written in letters ofgold, or rather ubicunque 
in the heart of every Chriſtian. Whereſoever ( ſaith regnar cha 
he) Charitie beareth rule, there men are ſervants one me. 
10 another. | ſervitus, 

Now this dodrine being true as I make no queſti- 
on bur it is; it doth firſt ſhew us how uncharitable 
moſt men are, who look no further thento themſelves 
in any thing. So they may have their profits, their 

leaſures z let other men. ſtand or ſtumble, fink or 
wim, they care not. This is no lefle finne, then to 
deſtroy a brother. For though a brother periſh got 
alwayes in this caſe, yet nothank to him by whom the 
block was laid. 

Secondly, let this perſwade good Chriſtians to 
make conſcience of this part of the rule, as well as of 
the former : rodo all things, as to the glory of God, ſo 
to the edification of our brethren. And remember that 
that which was ſodear and precious to Chriſt, cannot 
be viletoany true Chriſtian. And to have a tender 
care of our brethren, eſpecially of our weak brethren, 
who are Chriſt's little nes, is a ſweet fruit of our love 
to Chriſt, and a ſure token of his Spirit dwelling 
in us. 

Thus we ſce wharour Chriſtian rule is:and let him Num 
that refuſeth to ſubmit himſelfro this rule, heare how atfcir, gra- 
alearned manand a great Divine cenſureth him: xe *<xad, 
diſhonoureth God, he fallcth (in ſome fort) from 2race, Menhey hve 
andis made ſubjetFto thewrath of God, till herepent, n#, donee 

Now to this rule the Apoſtle adjoyneth an exam- pn 
ple, even his own: Even 45 1 _ all things, It _ in locum, 

wort 


worth our time and attendance (if time would ſuffer 
us any longer to attend) to ſee how wiſe, how cha- 
ritable, how conſcionable the Apoſtle was ever inall 
his carriage and behaviour towards others in this re- 
ſpeR: alwayes binding himſelf to his own rule, and 
preferring the good of others before his own liberty 
or commoditie in m_ thing. Bur to cnd with the 
time, to what purpoſeſerve examples, bur to be fol- 
lowed 2 And if neither rulenor example will hold us 
to our Chriſtian dutie z we muſt look for our 
reward withlibertines and lawlcſſe hypo- 
crites at the hands of a juſt and 
righteous God. 
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